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JOIN SARS!  Dues are $12 per calendar year. Join after June 30 and dues are pro-rated to $6.00 for 
the remainder of the year. Send payment to the SARS address above. 
 
 SUPPORT YOUR CLUB! 
The Southeastern Antique Radio Society meets on the second Monday of each month at RYANS 
Restaurant, 7045 Jimmy Carter Blvd��� Norcross, GA 30093.�Meetings start at approximately 6:30 PM. 
Most attendees arrive early and eat before the meeting. In addition to club business, meetings have a 
“Show and Tell” session where members bring in items to display and discuss. All are encouraged to 
participate in this activity. See the monthly schedule elsewhere in the newsletter and the map below. 

 
ANNUAL DUES ARE 
NOW PAYABLE! ONLY $12!  
JOIN OR RENEW TODAY! 
 
  

 SARS RADIO CLUB 
 Spring/Summer BULLETIN 
 June, 2009 
 Check out our website!    

http://www.sarsradio.com 
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 GENERAL INFO     
 Southeast Antique Radio Society 

113 Laurel Ridge Drive 
Alpharetta, GA 30004                               

 
 
Club Officers: 

President: Gary Beale 
Vice President: Mark Palmquist 
Secretary: James C DelPrincipe 
Publicity & Membership: Bob Niven 
Treasurer: Tom Knutson 
Newsletter Editor: Marty Reynolds 
Webmaster: Rich Rodgers 

 
 
 
Next Swap Meet: 

Saturday June 13 at 8 AM at the Fairfield Inn 
11385 Haynes Bridge Rd. in Alpharetta 
Exit 9 off Ga 400  

 ��
 Check http://www.sarsradio.com for details 

 
Next Meeting: 
 Monday, June 15, 2009 at 6:30 PM 
 Ryan’s Restaurant in Norcross 
 Discussion Topic:  TBA 
 Show and Tell:  Radio Speakers- Horn to Hi-Fi 
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Forward 
  
 
 
2009's second newsletter is again the prelude to a swap-meet.  One that started this typist on a trail named in the 
masthead.  More to come. 
 
And now a note about the last meeting.  Boy did I miss a great Mark Palmquist expose'.  Subject was audio 
nostrums given on a surplus viewgraph whose transparencies were computer-made PowerPoint’s.  Why this 
indirect display choice?  No computer projector was available.  But little stops the daring and resourceful MP, 
 
Shown were such grandly touted things as: 
 
  o - huge gauge power strips 
  o -   '        '  speaker wire 
  o - green CD markers to offset CD electron edge-spillage 
  o - single-ended high-finish tube amps showered with lush descriptors 
       but no substantive engineering spec’s 
 
Unless pixie dust carries personal importance, don't miss a meeting! 
 
The telephone reminder system was re-enacted by Paul G & it showed great compositional assembly.  For 
instance, a reminder accompanied by “Let's go on a sentimental journey.  I like it. 
 
Then there's weak aftershocks of the TV meet.  Rick Taylor brought a running example of the first consumer 
VTR.  A 1971 beaut by Sony that took organ donors to return it as an exhibit.  Remarkably Don Patterson 
supported the same sets for Medical College in Augusta.  Look for a story on the machine in the next issue 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
----In this issue---- 
 
- Detrola sets (aka Radio Curse) 
- Confessions of a Radioholic 
- My Trip to the Estes Auction 
- Upcoming June events 
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The Radio Curse   
 
Several years back I bought a metal table set from member Dallas Swindall.  He'd owned it for several years 
and couldn't divine the make or model 
 

Undeterred I tackled the job & was able to make out Truetone on the cabinet and a rear rubber stamp saying 
“Stock NR D2391”  Consulting Sams, there was nothing forthcoming.  But lately I observed it was good 
Truetone / Western Auto style 
 
The set was an AA5 with bc & sw.  Reviving the fella was easy & a coat of gray hammertone gave it curb 
appeal.  Note care was taken to preserve the front's faint “Truetone” logo.  After a few days of private oooohs 
and ahhhs, it became a hanger queen 
 
Now roll the clock forward a few years to another swap meet where member Larry Chambers supplied me with 
a second example.  A unit black painted & festooned with '56-ish Ford trim parts that 
must have made it a teen's heart throb once.  And I hadn't the heart to bring it to match my 1st one.  So it sat 
displayed several years as my “most amazing adaptation.”  
 
Now comes this year's Charlotte AWA meet and darned if another one fell in my lap.  This time chrome-faced 
with an unfitted green Naugahyde cabinet.  I had a vague recollection that I'd seen in a lush Mark Stein book.  
But Bill Jakson & Barry Etheridge both told me it was a Phil Collins calendar pin-up.  A Detrola. 
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So this time I took a new initiative and went rooting for specifications.  First, the only good tube in the set was a 
Detrola 12SK7.  A clue.  I started with the pre-1942 Mallory parts substitution book and came up with a 
DeWald 568 that matched these sets.  Nostalgiaair brought back a diagram that matched with one exception.  
There was an autotransformer to run it on 220vac. 
 
An autotransformer?  Why me?  I'd never seen a set so equipped until last month's Silvertone 4500.  Evidently a 
radio curse. 
 
Out of curiosity I went to Sams & found a Detrola 568 in Sams 9.  Exact match. 
 
Next came a post to rec.antiques.radio+phono on the Detrola-DeWald similarity.  A fellow wrote back with 
another chromed unit that had WJR riding a lightning bolt under the dial.. It was his opinion these were 
promotional sets.  IE, give-aways.  But nothing on the Detrola-DeWald connection 
 
So who built the things?  It's my guess they were done by DeWald as morale sets early in WW2.  But they 
weren't marketed since contract work prevailed.  So comes war's end, much-smaller Detrola bought the 568 
inventory and tooling and sold them or private-labeled them any way they could. 
 
A closing item on Detrola.  Right there in motor city so one might surmise the connection with Western Auto / 
Truetone was a natural 
 
 
 

Confessions of a Radioholic 
By Rich Rodgers 

 
Hello. 
 
My name is Rich. 
 
I'm a Radioholic. 
 
It all started innocently enough. 
 
I liked antiques and electronics so it made sense to purchase an antique radio.  Then a second, then a third, and 
so on and so on. 
 
Suddenly, I couldn't stop. 
I think about antique radios all the time.  
I think about them at work...even during important meetings. 
I think about them when my wife talks about her family, her job and her friends. 
I think about them when I watch TV or read the newspaper. 
I think about them while driving the car. 
I think about them while mowing the grass. 
I can’t help myself. 
 
Like a common street addict, I look for them everywhere-- swap meets, antique stores, Craigslist and eBay.  I 
invent important business reasons to travel to Ohio when Richard Estes has an auction.  I ask friends and 
neighbors if they've seen any for sale.  I often covet radios owned by other Radioholics.  I beg them to sell me 
their radios.  Sometimes I buy radios in faraway places and plead with fellow Radioholics to deliver them to 
me.  But I can't help myself. 
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But now I've hit rock bottom. 
My house is filled with antique radios.  They’re in the living room.  They’re in the family room, in the dining 
room, in the hallway, in the media room, in the store room— and, of course, the RADIO ROOM. 
My office is even filled with antique radios. 
 
Thank goodness my wife is understanding.  At least, for now. But I can tell I'm pushing the limits of her 
patience.  I sneak radios into the house when she's not home.  I find myself lying about radios, saying foolish 
things like, "hey, that one belongs to Gordon and I'm just keeping it for him".  Another commonly used lie, 
"hey, I bought that years ago and Rick finally finished working on it last week".  Now that the country is mired 
in a serious depression, I sometimes mention that “radios are a great investment” and exclaim “better than 
money in the bank”.  I quickly remind her that I’m a savvy buyer if I find a radio on eBay that sold for $20 
more than what I paid for a similar version.   
 
I constantly re-arrange them to keep her off balance.  I wake up in a cold sweat dreaming that she's taking 
inventory and calling Richard Estes while I'm at work.  Sometimes I think she's working with the television 
producers of "Intervention" and I'll come home to find my friends and family sitting in a circle waiting to 
confront me. 
 
I find it difficult to sell any of my radios.  Lord knows I've tried.  Really, I have.  I've sold a few but certainly 
not enough.  Usually I sell a few only to make room to pile in more radios.  Somehow, I've developed a 
mystical, emotional attachment to 70 year old veneer, glass, metal and plastics. 
 
I have nowhere else to go.  I need help.  Please help me before I lose everything.  Tonight I brought home a 
Zenith 12-S-471.  It’s a very nice radio but there are a couple of other Zeniths I must find…..let’s see, when is 
the next swap meet?  Ah, yes, June 13 at the good old Fairfield….. 

 
 
 
 

My Trip to the Richard Estes Auction 
By Rich Rodgers 

 
As every serious radio collector knows, Richard Estes is the undisputed king of antique radio auctions.  Richard 
and his team are not ordinary auctioneers- they are knowledgeable radio experts who conduct auctions with 
integrity in a warm, friendly environment.  Richard can auction hundreds of radios in the course of a day so it’s 
a real treat to see so much variety in one place.  If you’ve never attended one of his auctions, you really owe it 
to yourself to travel to Burbank, Ohio (a short drive south of Cleveland or west of Akron).  In case you didn’t 
know it, Richard Estes has been a long-time SARS member! 
 
A family friend was graduating from college in Ohio so I had the chance to participate in Richard’s auction on 
Saturday, April 25.   I attended the auction preview on Friday night and posted a series of photos on our club 
web site at: 
 

http://www.sarsradio.com/photo.htm 
 

As you can see from the photos, there was a lot of “stuff” at this auction.  There were boxes and boxes of parts 
and accessories--- everything imaginable.  Large lots were auctioned in swift fashion by Richard’s helpers 
between 8 and 10 AM.  The vast majority of these items sold for less than five dollars.  If you are a parts 
scavenger, this would have been heaven.  The real action began at 10 AM when Richard stepped to the main 
podium and began auctioning the radios.  There was an enormous assortment—battery sets, table sets from 
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1930 to the late fifties, boat anchors, consoles, transistors, tubes, antennas, test gear, manuals, advertising 
literature and even a large variety  of Victrola parts.  Most of the radios were un-restored originals in fair to 
good condition.  There were a few sets in excellent original condition and others that had average refinish jobs.  
I managed to win a nearly perfect miniature Detrola 4D-1 cathedral that immediately caught my eye during the 
Friday preview.  In addition, I snagged a nice GE K50-P cathedral, a big Gloritone 3072 cathedral, a clean 
Silvertone 4565 and a giant Pilot T-47.  The local UPS store packed everything carefully and they arrived safely 
back in Georgia. 
 
The auction started to wind down around 4 PM but I’ve attended many Estes auctions that went well into the 
early evening hours.  If you need to leave early, the staff tries to accommodate your request to bring a particular 
piece to the block for bidding.  Periodically Richard would spin off a “side auction” for specialty items such as 
the advertising literature, transistor radios and Victrola parts.  You might think that two concurrent auctions 
would be confusing but Richard’s team makes it work. 
 
The auctions are attended by a large contingent of regulars consisting of local collectors (I call them “lucky 
dogs”), dealers and part-time eBay flippers.  Of course, dealers and some eBay flippers travel great distances to 
attend.  I really got a kick out of seeing how many items auctioned off on Saturday popped up on eBay within 
48 hours.  Some of those flippers made handsome profits. 
 
I was fortunate enough to sit next to Stan Ward from Berea, Ohio.  Stan’s the guy who got me hooked on 
collecting antique radios twelve years ago so we had a great time talking about the auction items and the hobby.  
Stan is real gentleman and exceptionally knowledgeable.  He especially loves Emerson radios with Ingraham 
cabinets and has a vast collection.  I also saw Gary Schneider who owns Play Things of Past in Medina, Ohio 
(http://www.oldradioparts.com).  If you’re looking for obscure radio parts, there’s a good chance Gary will have 
it. 
 
While this particular auction was not loaded with high-end collectibles, the auction on May 23 was another 
story altogether.  That auction featured a Zenith 1000Z Stratosphere that sold for $39,000 along with several 
rare Majestic consoles and Zenith table radios.  Just feast your eyes on some of the photos from Richard’s web 
site (be sure to click the “More Pictures” link at the bottom of each page): 
 

http://www.estesauctions.com/May232009page1.html 
 

The next day my “adopted” daughter graduated with her doctorate degree from Walsh University.  It’s pretty 
difficult to pack that much fun into any weekend.  Do yourself a favor and find a way to get to Northeast Ohio 
for a Richard Estes antique radio auction. 
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SARS Meeting Dates for 2009 - Mark Your Calendars! 

 
 Date Show & Tell / alternate Meeting Topic Speaker 

 06/08/09 Speakers: HiFi to Horn / N-P TBA TBA 
 07/13/09 Brightly colored radios / Q-S TBA TBA 

 08/10/09 Dark Bakelite / T-U TBA TBA 
 09/14/09 Your Favorite / V-W TBA TBA 
 10/12/09 Electronic music /  X-Z TBA TBA 
 11/09/09 Your favorite collectible TBA TBA 
 12/14/09 Christmas @ VP's     

 
 
 

Immediate upcoming Radio Events 
 

Date Event Location Contact 
05/30/09 CC-AWA 

Spring Swap 
Meet 

Charlotte, NC http://www.cc-awa.org/ 

06/06/09 Atlanta Hamfest Jim Miller 
Park Marietta 

http://talipsky.com/AtlantaHamfest/ 

06/08/09 Monthly SARS 
meeting 

RYAN'S 
Norcross 

http://www.sarsradio.com 

06/13/09 Tailgate in 
Alpharetta 

Fairfield Inn http://www.sarsradio.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


